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Human Trafficking: 
Closer to Home Than You Think
Terri Luttrell, CAMS-Audit
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Introduction – Stealing Freedom for Profit 
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Myths and Misconceptions

Human trafficking does not occur in the United States. It only happens 
in other countries.

Human trafficking victims are only foreign born individuals and those 
who are poor.

Human trafficking is only sex trafficking.

Myth

Myth

Myth

4

Myths and Misconceptions

Individuals must be forced or coerced into commercial sex acts to be 
victims of human trafficking.

Human trafficking and human smuggling are the same.

Human trafficking victims will attempt to seek help when in public.

Myth

Myth

Myth
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Human Trafficking Recap
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Smuggling Trafficking

Crime against a border Crime against a person

Transportation based Exploitation based

Requires border crossing No border crossing required 

Voluntary Involuntary

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Human Smuggling vs. Human Trafficking

8

Who are the victims?

40.3 Million victims of human 
trafficking globally

Estimated 403,000 victims in the 
United States
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Who are the victims?

• Men, women and children

• Any age, race, gender 
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• Any nationality

• Anywhere in the world 

The United Nations Report - 2018

79% of them are being exploited as 
sexual slaves. 
20% of these are children.

40.3 million people across the 
globe are victims of human 
trafficking.

18%
exploited as 
forced labor 
(worldwide)

Two out of 
every three 
victims are 

female

Women make 
up the largest 
proportion of 

traffickers

$150 Billion 
industry worldwide
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For what are they enslaved?

• Sex Trafficking (minors and adults)

• Forced Labor (involuntary servitude)

• Debt Bondage

• Involuntary Domestic Servitude

• Child Soldiers Victims of trafficking are often lured into 
enslavement by the promise of a better 
life or a new opportunity, only to find 
themselves trapped in exploitation 12
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The United Nations Report

$32 
Billion

$90 1 in 100

Annual income 
for human traffickers

Average cost 
of one human 

Odds of rescue 
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• Lack of social safety nets

• Poverty/economic hardship

• Demand for cheap labor

• Political instability/armed conflict

• Natural disasters  

• Criminal activity

• Immigration status

Victims Vulnerable to 
Trafficking
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Common victim profiles

• Migrant Workers 

• Drug addiction

• Romantic “Grooming” victims

15
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A Victim’s Story

At first, I thought he was my boyfriend. Then he 

convinced me to have sex with strangers to make 

money. He was my pimp. I was 15 years old. I was 

being advertised on the internet and sold for sex to 

support my ‘boyfriend’

—

Jessica

Sex trafficking survivor
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Maria Elena
Mexico-United States

Maria Elena was 13 years old when a family acquaintance told her she could make ten times as much 
money waiting tables in the United States than she could in her small village. She and several other 
girls were driven across the border, and then continued the rest of the way on foot. They traveled four 
days and nights through the desert, making their way into Texas, then crossing east toward Florida. 

Finally, Maria Elena and the other girls arrived at their destination, a rundown trailer where they were 
forced into prostitution. Maria Elena was gang-raped and locked in the trailer until she agreed to do 
what she was told. She lived under 24-hour watch and was forced to have sex with up to 30 men a 
day. When she got pregnant, she was forced to have an abortion and sent back to work the next day. 
Maria Elena finally made her escape only to be arrested along with her traffickers.
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Almost “every popular social 
media site” is used to recruit 
sex trafficking victims. 
—
Source:  FBI 
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The Global Landscape
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Tracks progress in the fight against human trafficking
Ranks countries, including our own, by Tier Placement 

“The use of human trafficking by terrorist 
groups, such as ISIS and Boko Haram, not 
only reflects the brutality of these groups, 
but also acts as a means by which terrorist 
organizations recruit adherents and finance 
their operations. Combating human 
trafficking is… an issue that threatens 
international peace and security.”

Message from the Secretary of State

21
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Tiers Guide
Tier 1 
Fully comply with standards

Tier 2
Do not meet standards, but are making significant efforts

Tier 2 Watch List 
Do not meet standards, are making significant efforts, but 
have significant level of concerns

Tier 3 
Do not comply and are not making efforts
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Russia

China

Australia
Brazil

Nigeria
Ghana

Saudi
ArabiaColombia

India
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https://www.state.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2019/06/2019-Trafficking-in-
Persons-Report.pdf

Full List of Tier Placements
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Common Typologies & Cases

Where are the 
traffickers?
Sex Trafficking:

• Escort services

• Residential sex 
trafficking

• Illicit massage 
businesses

• Outdoor solicitation

• Pornography 33
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Where are the 
traffickers?

Labor Trafficking:
• Agriculture and animal husbandry
• Domestic work
• Construction
• Restaurants and food service
• Hospitality
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Abuse in Our Food  
“But I was promised $11 an hour,” he protested. Manuel had been 
recruited in Guanajuato, Mexico to work on a potato farm in North 
Carolina. The recruiters charged Manuel and 40 other Mexican 
males $1,200 each for their H-2A visa, despite these fees being 
illegal.

When Manuel and his coworkers tried to complain, their 
supervisors physically abused them and threatened to have them 
deported. By the end of the season, despite his 12-hour workdays, 
Manuel hadn’t even earned enough money to cover his 
recruitment fee.

3535

Tyler was thirteen when he found leftover oxycodone in 
his parents’ medicine cabinet and got high for the first 
time. Over the next four years, he became addicted to 
drugs, eventually switching to heroin. His cousin Dwight 
was a drug dealer and told Tyler if he wanted to keep 
getting drugs, he would have to work for it.

That’s how Tyler ended up living in Dwight’s house and 
selling sex for drugs. Dwight didn’t give him any of the 
money he earned and forbade him from telling the rest of 
their family what he was doing. When Tyler tried to leave, 
Dwight threatened him — and then took advantage of 
Tyler’s addiction to keep him there.

Addiction & Abuse
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In Our Own Back Yard 

United States
When Taylor was 16 years old, she met some older men at 
the local mall. One of the men started taking Taylor on dates 
and buying her clothes and meals. Not long after they started 
dating, he coerced Taylor into sex trafficking, convincing her 
that if she complied, she would never need to rely on anyone 
ever again. At 17 years old, Taylor was forced to make at least 
$1,000 per day. Eventually, Taylor’s traffickers forced her to 
take on a different role where she was in charge of recruiting 
more teenagers to be exploited in commercial sex. Most of 
the money went to her traffickers. To keep her under their 
control, Taylor’s traffickers threatened her family who lived 
nearby.
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Website Personal Ads & Dark Web
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In Plain Sight

39
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“Are you looking for Backpage Chicago Escorts?  Were you the 
frequent visitor of Backpage Chicago Escorts?  Are you the one 
who miss Backpage Chicago Escorts?  Then you are at the right 
place, finally you found the best alternative option of Backpage 
Chicago Escorts. Explore our categories and find the useful 
solutions to satisfy your needs.”

Note:  Actual text from website; these are NOT the presenter’s 
typos or grammatical errors.
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We’re Back!    Bedpage.com

41

Detect and Report

42
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Red Flags

Victim Indicators

• Accompanied by a controlling person or boss; not speaking on own 
behalf 

• Lack of control over personal schedule, money, I.D., travel 
documents 

• Transported to or from work; lives and works in the same place 

• Debt owed to employer/crew leader; inability to leave job 

• Bruises, depression, fear, overly submissive

• A juvenile engaged in commercial sex acts
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Victim Story, In Her Own Words
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FinCEN Guidance

• Several Red Flags

• SAR Narrative Guidance –

• Check the Human Trafficking box ( ) on the SAR form

• In the narrative, use the keyword “Human Trafficking” 

FIN-2014-A008

46

Red Flags

Customer Profiles

Customers with excessive number of accounts

Businesses and industries easily exploitable by traffickers – immigration 
attorneys or labor intermediaries that handle visa paperwork

Consumer customers with discrepancies between account funding and 
known customer profile
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Red Flags

Transaction Traits

High volume of round-dollar deposits via wires, ACH, or cash in the range of 
$2,000-$3,500

Excessive interstate or intrastate cash deposits less than $1,000 each at 
multiple branches daily

Cash deposits just below the currency transaction reporting threshold but 
deposited at several branches

48
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High volume of debit card/credit card transactions using specific 
merchants’ codes

Airline, rental car, bus, or taxi charges in multiple cities or states

Excessive Red Box (movie) and fast food charges  

Excessive hotel charges and high percentages of purchases made at high-
end merchants, casinos, etc.

Red Flags
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Red Flags

Extensive payments to web advertisers that cater to the sex industry

Extensive purchase of money orders to pay bills

Wire transfer activity inconsistent with customer’s business

Wires to/from origin or staging countries that are inconsistent with 
customer’s known profile
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Key Questions

• What type of work do you do?

• Are you getting paid? Is anything taken out of your pay?

• Can you leave your job if you want to?

• Can you come and go as you please?  Are you afraid to leave? If so, why?

• Do you have to ask permission to eat/sleep/ go to the restroom?

• Has your ID been taken from you?

51
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Call 911 if an emergency 52

53

Identifying and reporting human trafficking is 
everyone’s responsibility

54
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“As the great day drew nearer, there was more singing in the slave quarters than usual. It 
was bolder, had more ring, and lasted later into the night. Most of the verses of the 
plantation songs had some reference to freedom…some man who seemed to be a 
stranger (a United States officer, I presume) made a little speech and then read a rather 
long paper — the Emancipation Proclamation, I think. After the reading we were told 
that we were all free, and could go when and where we pleased. My mother, who was 
standing by my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran down her 
cheeks. She explained to us what it all meant, that this was the day for which she had 
been so long praying, but fearing that she would never live to see.”

—

Booker T. Washington
Up From Slavery, 1901
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Questions?
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Resources

• US Department of State – https://www.state.gov

• Department of Homeland Security – www.dhs.gov/blue-campaign

• Immigration and Customs Enforcement – www.ice.gov

• United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime – www.unodc.org

• Financial Action Task Force (FATF) – www.FATF-GAFI.org

• PolarisProject.org – www.polarisproject.org/human-trafficking

• Human Rights Watch – www.hrw.org

• United Nations – www.un.org/en/

• Financial Crimes Enforcement Network – FinCEN.gov
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Thank You

Terri Luttrell, CAMS-Audit
Compliance & Engagement Director

Terri.Luttrell@Abrigo.com
512-279-5786
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